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Improving Your Reading with Rex Retriever:

The Rats of Newtown

‘i“ Newtown is a sleepy little town upon the Solent shore. Although it is sleepy
‘ now, it was once very noisy. What made the noise? Rats. The place was so
\ infested with them that nobody wanted to live there.

There wasn't a barn, a room or a cupboard that rats hadn't eaten their way
into. The rats had gnawed on every wheel of cheese and bag of sugar. Even
the wooden barrels of wine and beer were not safe. The rats would chew a hole
in the barrel and lower themselves down into the liguid while holding onto another

rat’s tail.

However, the rats did something even worse. They
squeaked, shrieked, hurried and scurried so
loudly that the people in Newtown couldn’t
hear themselves think. They also couldn’t
get a wink of sleep. Every mother across
the town had to keep watch over her baby's
cradle all night long to stop a big, ugly rat
from running across the poor baby's face.

. Give two reasons why people in Newtown did not like the rats,

1. What were the people of Newtown not able to do? Tick two.
1

2

Stand guard
Sleep and rest
Hear themselves think

aooo

Leave the town

. Tick one box in each row to show whether each statement is true or false.

St
Rats lowered themselves into barrels of oil.
Mothers stayed up all night long to protect their babies.

The rats would eat loaves of bread.
The rats moved quietly around the town.

True

2, Give one item that the rats gnawed on.
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Comprehension Questions

What does Lupus do- when he pops out of the water? (p.1)

Why does Flavia run into- the water? How- do- you know? Use
evidence from the text. (p.3)

Onpage.6. whatwuﬁshomﬂ\atﬂlzfrimuigotﬁrﬂw.u-fezt
quickly?

Why did Flavia and her friends need hodyquards? (p.k4)

On p.3k, the chaptrends with 'A huge black wolf was heading
straight for Scutt.” Based on what we know. what do- you think

will happen next?










