
Lesson 3: Creating a 
branching database
Year 3 – Data and information – Branching databases

Save a copy

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1pcasQvy3J6kXGgggY_Dt5Gp7TrHiO2ERIR1ceVyPRkw/copy


To create a branching database

● I can select objects to arrange in a branching database

● I can group objects using my own yes/no questions

● I can prove my branching database works

Lesson 3: Creating a branching tree
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Objectives



What is a common attribute for these objects?
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Introduction

Colour (pink)



What is a common attribute for these objects?

4

Introduction

Habitat (sea) or number of legs (0)



What do you need before you can 
begin building a branching 
database?

Objects to ask questions about

Creating an online branching database
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Activity 1



Pick six (6) objects to use in your database. 

Write down the numbers of the animals you want to use. 

Choose objects
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Activity 1

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14



Creating an online branching database
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Activity 2



1. Open the ‘Branch’ tool.
2. Select the Animals library set.
3. Click the animals that you chose. 

This adds them to the main box.
4. Begin organising your database 

by writing questions with a yes 
or no answer.

Creating an online branching database

8

Activity 2



Create a branching database
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Activity 2

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14

● Does it have more 
than two legs?

● Does it live on a farm?

● Does it have wings?



Testing the branching database
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Activity 3

Select the Play button



Testing the branching database
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Activity 3

Your chosen animals will be in this box



Testing the branching database
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Activity 3

1. Swap places with a partner 
2. Choose one of the animals from 

your partner’s database 
3. Answer the questions to test the 

branching database 



Did the branching database work?
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Plenary

1. Do the questions focus on the 
correct attributes?

1. Have the animals been 
organised into the correct 
groups?

1. What could make the database 
better?



● I can select objects to arrange in 
a branching database

● I can group objects using my 
own yes/no questions

● I can prove my branching 
database works

How confident are you? (1–3)
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Assessment

3 - Very confident

1 - Not confident

2 - Unsure 



In this lesson, you...

Chose a number of objects to create 
a branching database 

Created a branching database and 
tested it to ensure it worked as you 
intended 

Next lesson
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Next lesson, you will…

Create questions based on attributes 

Begin to understand that questions 
need to be ordered carefully

Compare two branching database 
structures 

Summary


